
Terms students need to know 

Tests and Testing Colleges vary in their emphasis on standardized tests, but surveys regularly reveal that admission  

officers consider your test scores among the top three most important pieces of information you submit. Your grades in 

upper-level classes and strength of curriculum are most important, and your overall GPA usually ranks fourth. Many    

colleges also use your test scores to determine what courses you should be placed in if you ’re admitted. A few colleges 

sponsor their own admission tests or allow students to leave test scores out of their application packet. The majority of 

colleges, however, want you to take either the SAT or ACT.  

PSAT/NMSQT: (Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship                       

Qualifying Test) A practice test, designed to prepare 10th and 

11th grades for the SAT. It is also used by the National Merit 

Scholarship Corporation (NMSC) in the selection of top scholars. 

The test is divided into two categories: evidence based reading/

writing and math. The evidence-based reading/writing section 

includes both a reading test and a writing and language test. The 

math section focuses on three areas: problem solving and data 

analysis, algebra, and advanced math. The minimum score to 

receive  national recognition varies from year to year. PSAT 

scores are not usually used by colleges as admission criteria  

SAT: This test is usually taken by juniors and seniors and is a 

required test for admission to many colleges. A multiple-choice 

examination designed to test a student’s college readiness, the 

SAT is divided into three sections: evidence-based reading and 

writing, math, and essay (optional). Scores range from 400 to 

1600, essay scored separately. 

SAT Subject Tests:  Often taken at the end of the junior year 

and possibly at the mid-point of the senior year, SAT Subject 

Tests are administered in a variety of subjects and are designed 

to test a student’s level of knowledge in a particular academic 

discipline. Some colleges use the Subject Tests for placement in 

various levels of freshman courses; others use them as additional 

supporting information in the admission process. 

ACT:  Includes four curriculum-based tests. ACT scores are 

used throughout the country by college and university admission     

offices. The multiple-choice tests measure skills in English,      

mathematics, reading, and science. Each test is scored on a 36-

point scale; the four tests are averaged to provide a composite 

score. The ACT also has an optional writing component. Most   

colleges and universities allow you to submit results from either 

the ACT or SAT to meet admission requirements.  

PAA: (Used to be PEAU, better known in Puerto Rico as the test 

of the College Board admission test) The PAA is used for        

admissions into the Puerto Rico university system. It consists of  

Spanish, English, and Math.  

TOEFL: (Test of English as a Foreign Language) A test        

designed for students for whom English is not a native language 

and whose scores on other standardized tests would be affected 

by the language difference. Generally, students take the TOEFL 

in addition to other admission tests, such as the SAT or the ACT.  

AP Exams: (Advanced Placement)  Designed for students who 

have completed college-level work in high school, AP exams are 

given in specific subject areas and are used in determining 

whether a student may gain advanced standing in college. If you 

think that you may be interested in AP coursework and testing, 

see your school counselor . 

 Regular Decision: Students submit an application by a  

specified date and receive a decision in a clearly stated period   

of time.  

Rolling Admission: Institutions review applications as they 

are submitted and render decisions throughout the admission 

cycle.  

Early Action (EA): Students apply early and receive a      

decision well in advance of the institution’s regular response date.  

Early Decision (ED): Students make a commitment to a   

first-choice institution where, if admitted, they definitely will enroll. 

The application deadline and decision deadline occur early. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Common Application: Allows a student to fill out one   

application form (the Common Application) and submit it to more 

than one college. Check with the admission office to see if a    

college will accept The Common Application and if any             

supplements are required. This application form is available at 

www.commonapp.org.  

Universal College Application: Similar to the Common         

Application, the Universal College Application allows a student to 

fill out one application form and submit it to more than one     

college. This application form is available at http://

www.universalcollegeapp.com.   

The Coalition for Access, Affordability, and        

Success:  A college application developed to improve the  

college application process for all students as they search for and 

apply to their perfect college. The platform provides a single, 

centralized toolkit for students to organize, build, and refine their 

applications to numerous institutions. This application is available 

at: http://coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/ 
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